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762 Book Notices. 

of the San Jose Observatory, Costa Rica, and of fifty local stations where climatic 
data have been collected for more or less extended periods. In his introduction, 
Dr. Merz, who is instructor in Hydrography and in the Geography of Europe in 
the University of Vienna, discusses the observational records and map material 
available for his purpose and describes the physico-geographical conditions of the 
San Juan River basin. Dividing his subject into three sections, he treats (i) of 
the precipitation and evaporation of Central America (including the annual means 
of cloudiness and relative humidity) ; (2) the flow off and its distribution; and 
(3) the relations between precipitation, flow off, and evaporation, including the 
influence on vegetation. The three sections are illustrated by 31 tables of observ- 
ations, each of which is discussed and generalized. In the appendix, the author 
assembles in 9 tables the most important features of the observational material 
which he has utilized. The paper is supplemented by 12 figures giving graphic 
expression to the deductions drawn from the tables and a map in colours showing 
the precipitation in the basin of San Juan River 'for the years 1898-1900. The 
paper will be welcomed as a systematic study of our existing knowledge of the 
climatic conditions and hydrography of Central America. 

Lecture des Cartes Anglaises et des Etats-Unis. Indications 
linguistiques, geographiques et topographiques. Par Capi- 
taine P. Pollacchi. 159 pp., avec signes conventionnels, Librairie Mili- 
taire R. Chapelot et Cie. , Paris, 1908. 

The earlier work by Captain Pollacchi on the "Lecture des Cartes Russes" 
was reviewed in the Bulletin (April, 1908, p. 254). He has now performed the 
same service in a large part of the fields of official map-making in the United 
Kingdom and the United States, and, so far as he covers the ground, his volume 
contains much information that will be useful to map students, not only in foreign 
lands but also in the two countries named. 

In the British section he mentions the Admiralty charts and the maps of the 
Post Office and Railway Clearing House, but nearly all the descriptive matter is 
given to the products of the Ordnance Survey. In our country, the U. S. Geo- 
logical Survey has practically a monopoly of all he has to say in his "Notions 
generates sur les Services Geographiques" about our official mapping. No men- 
tion is made there of the map and chart productions of the Coast and Geodetic 
Survey, the Hydrographic Office, the Land Office, the Post Office and the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, all of which make distinct and some of them voluminous 
contributions to our map publications. He gives later, however, a full list of the 
conventional signs used by the Coast and Geodetic Survey and the Hydrographic 
Office. Perhaps most of our own people know little as yet of the activity, in map 
production, of the Department of Agriculture, but it is rapidly producing maps 
of its soil surveys in many parts of the country. If a second edition of the work 
is prepared, it is to be hoped that these omissions will be remedied. The author 
has very systematically arranged the facts concerning the organization and the 
products of the Geological Survey. The larger part of the work is given to a 
list of names and terms used on maps in the English language, but derived from 
many languages, with their meaning in French; also, explanations of the sym- 
bolism and abbreviations employed in British and U. S. marine charts, and geo- 
detic survey sheets, the French transcription of Chinese names written in English, 
the scales of English and American maps and their equivalents in metric scales 
and measures, weights and money and their metrical equivalents. 



